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Message from 

the Program 

Committee Chair
	

Dear Conference Attendee,

welcome to the 25th Biennial Meeting of the European Society 

for Neurochemistry (ESN) and the 31st Meeting of the Hellen-

ic Society for Neuroscience (HSN), jointy held on the beautiful 

island of Naxos, Greece.

I extend my gratitude to all of you for your numerous compelling 

proposals, and to the Program Committee for their diligent efforts 
in curating an exceptional program that we will experience over 

the coming days.

Our conference agenda includes two Plenary Lectures, the 

Bachelard Award Lecture, presentations from the Young Sci-

entists Lectureship Awardees, a Special Lecture, 27 symposia, 

two of which are dedicated to our Young Members, and poster 

sessions covering 12 diverse topics.

Our goal is to showcase the latest research in Neurochemistry 

and Neuroscience, addressing a broad spectrum of relevant 

subjects, while promoting dialogue between junior and senior 

scientists, and strengthening the connections between the ESN 

and HSN communities for mutual advancement in the future.

I wish you a productive meeting and a enjoyable stay in Naxos!

Johannes Hirrlinger, PhD

Chair of the Program Committee 

Message from 

the Organizing 

Committee Chair
 

Dear Colleagues,

It is with great honor and pleasure that we extend a warm wel-

come on behalf of the European Society for Neurochemistry (ESN), 

the Hellenic Society for Neuroscience (HSN), and all members of 

the Organizing Committee to our esteemed colleagues and partici-

pants attending the ESN/HSN joint meeting in Naxos, Greece.

Naxos offers a truly remarkable experience, as it is an island of 
signiȶcant historical relevance in the ȶelds of arts, craȺs, and 
science. Its cultural heritage dates back to the Middle Pleistocene 
and spans through the Bronze Age and the Ancient Greek Archaic 
Period to the present day. The strong emphasis on education by 

the people of Naxos and all Greeks is evident in the generous sup-

port we have received from the Mayor of Naxos and local business-

es. Our Committee has worked tirelessly to ensure the success of 
this excellent scientiȶc program.
We are eagerly looking forward to your participation in the joint 
meeting of the European Society for Neurochemistry and the Hel-

lenic Society for Neuroscience. 

Dimitra Mangoura, MD, PhD

Chair, Organizing Committee

ESN Secretary 
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Message from 

the ESN President 

I am very happy proud and honored to 
welcome you to our 25th biennial meeting, 
celebrating our 50th anniversary, which is held 
together with the Hellenic Society for Neuroscience (HSN).
We shall all meet on May 18-21, 2025, on the enchanting, beautiful 
island of Naxos, Greece. 
We are extremely grateful to Prof. Dimitra (Mimika) Mangoura, our 
secretary, who chairs the Organizing Committee, as well as to Prof. 
Carlos Duarte, our treasurer, who oversees ȶnances facilitating 
our excellent meeting. Last, but not least, we are indebted to Prof. 
Johannes Hirrlinger, our Past President, and currently Program Com-
mittee Chair. We are further thankful to all our speakers including 
the plenary leading experts, Professor & Nobel Laureate Thomas C. 
Südhof, and Professor Giovanna Mallucci, the prestigious Bachelard 
Award Lecturer, Professor Anthony J. Turner, the Special Lecturer, 
Professor Moussa Youdim, and our two excellent Young Scientist 
Lectureship Awardees, Riccardo Cristofani and Juana Guedes.  
I would further like to highlight our 25 exceptional symposia, and 
the two outstanding Young Member Symposia presented by both 
ESN and HSN. We further offered travel awards for Poster Sessions, a 
platform for interactive discussions and promotion of young neuro-
scientists. 
We also present an Informative Session organized by our Young 
Scientists Steering Committees entitled “Empowering Women, Fos-
tering Diversity, and Advancing Brain Science: Guiding Professional 
Journeys”, selected for support by the World Women in Neurosci-
ence. 
This meeting could not have been organized without further support 
from our sister society, the International Society for Neurochemistry 
(ISN), as well as the Journal of Molecular Neuroscience (Spring-
er-Nature), the European Journal of Neuroscience (Wiley), oȸcial 
Journal of the Federation of the European Societies for Neurosci-
ence, the Summer Neuropeptide Conference, and your active contin-
uous support as our loyal members.

Looking forward to an excellent meeting!  

Illana Gozes  

ESN President
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Message 

from the 

HSN President 

It is my great pleasure that, on behalf of the HSfN Council, I extend 

a warm welcome to you at the joint meeting of the European Soci-

ety for Neurochemistry and the Hellenic Society for Neuroscience.

We express our sincere gratitude to the mayor and the municipality 

for providing this beautiful and historic venue. We would also like 
to extend special thanks to the Program Committee for curating 
an engaging scientiȶc agenda that showcases the latest develop-

ments in neuroscience, as well as to the Organizing Committee for 

their exceptional coordination and hospitality. We are also grateful 

to all plenary and symposium speakers who have contributed their 
expertise to this meeting. 

Most importantly, we wish to recognize the valuable contributions 

of our young members, whose applications for symposia and 

poster presentations demonstrate the enthusiasm and excellence 

of a dynamic new generation of neuroscientists.  Additionally, we 

appreciate IBRO for its support of the Young Member Symposia and 

Travel Awards, along with our sponsors for their generous ȶnancial 
contributions.

We anticipate a stimulating and fruitful meeting, ȶlled with discus-

sions, collaborations, and discoveries.

Vassilis Raos, PhD

HSfN President 
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Program Committee
Johannes Hirrlinger, Chair, Germany, 

Illana Gozes, Israel, ex oȸcio
Dimitra Mangoura, Greece, ex oȸcio
Carlos Duarte, Portugal, ex oȸcio
Dimitra Thomaidou, Greece, ex oȸcio
Marina Vidaki, Greece, ex oȸcio
Adva Hadar, Israel, ex oȸcio
Antonio Rodriguez Moreno, Spain, ex oȸcio
Jessica Kwok, UK, ex oȸcio
Ago Rinken, Estonia
Blanca Aldana, Denmark
Christian Neri, France

Iro Georgoussi, Greece

João M N Duarte, Sweden

Panos Politis, Greece

Sara Grassi, Italy

Tommaso Patriarchi, Switzerland

European Society for 
Neurochemistry, ESN 
Elected OfÏcers
Illana Gozes, Israel,President

Dimitra Mangoura, Greece, Secretary

Carlos Duarte, Portugal, Treasurer

ESN Councillors

Johannes Hirrlinger, Past President, Germany

Marcus Rattray, ESN Company Secretary, UK
Anthony Turner, ESN Historian, UK
Adva Hadar, ESN YSSC Chair, Israel

Paul Andjus, Serbia

Angelo Poletti, Italy

Antonio Rodriguez Moreno, Spain,Treasurer-elect

Clevio Nobrega, Portugal

Elena Rybnikova, Russia
Jessica Kwok, UK
Nico Mitro, Italy

Aiman Saab, Switzerland

ESN Young Scientist Steering 
Committee
Adva Hadar, Chair, Israel 

Emanuel Tahiri, Portugal

Maram Ganaiem, Israel

Milorad Dragic, Serbia

Rui Rodrigues, France

Viktor Stratilov, Russia

 

Organizing Committee
Dimitra Mangoura, Chair, Greece

Kostas Vekrellis, co-Chair
Androniki RaȺogianni, Greece, ex oȸcio 
Carlos Duarte, Portugal, ex oȸcio
Emma Tsirimonaki, Greece 
George Leondaritis, Greece

Kiki Sidiropoulou, Greece 
Maria Gaitanou, Greece

Spiros EȺhimiopoulos, Greece

 

Hellenic Society for 
Neuroscience, HSN
Elected Oȸcers
Vasilios Raos, Greece, President 

Emmanouil Froudarakis, Greece, Secretary General
Androniki RaȺogianni, Greece, Treasurer 
HSN Councillors

Dimitra Thomaidou, Greece

Marina Vidaki, Greece
Alternate Members

Christina Kyrousi, Greece

Charalambos Alexopoulos, Greece
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Plenary lecture I, 

ISN-ESN
Thomas C. Südhof MD, PhD 

Nobel Laureate 2013

Has made signiȶcant discoveries regarding the molecular mech-
anisms involved in neurotransmitter release at the synapse. His 
pioneering work has greatly advanced the understanding of synaptic 
physiology, contributing to insights into neurological disorders such 
as autism, schizophrenia, and Alzheimer’s disease. In recognition 
of his groundbreaking achievements, Dr. Südhof was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 2013.
Dr. Südhof’s research has clariȶed how synaptic vesicles merge 
with neuronal membranes to facilitate neurotransmitter release. 
He identiȶed that speciȶc protein interactions, particularly between 
Munc18-1 and SNARE proteins, along with a molecular complex 
formed by RIM and Munc13 proteins, are essential for the fusion 
of synaptic vesicles. Additionally, he described how calcium ions 
initiate vesicle fusion and exocytosis by binding to synaptic vesicle 
proteins known as synaptotagmins. He also identiȶed presynaptic 
and postsynaptic proteins, termed neurexins and neuroligins, which 
interact to create a physical link across the synaptic cleȺ. His sub-
sequent research focused on mutations in neurexins and neuroligins 
and their implications for disorders like autism. Currently, his work 
continues to explore the intricate protein interactions that govern 
synaptic transmission, including how trans-synaptic interactions 
mediated by latrophilins and their ligands, teneurin and FLRT, 
orchestrate the cytoplasmic recruitment of pre- and postsynaptic 
phase-separated scaffold proteins, thereby directly inȷuencing the 
recruitment of active zone scaffolds to synapses.
In addition to the Nobel Prize, Dr. Südhof is the recipient of several 
awards, including the Alden Spencer Award (1993), the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences Award in Molecular Biology (1997), the 
Bristol-Myers Award in Neuroscience (2004), the Passano Award 
(2008), the Kavli Award in Neuroscience (2010), and the Lasker-de-
Bakey Medical Basic Research Award (2013). He was elected to 
the National Academy of Sciences in 2002 and joined the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2010.
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Plenary lecture II, 

IBRO-HSN
Giovanna Mallucci, PhD

Is a Founding Principal Investigator at Altos Labs, Cambridge Insti-

tute of Science, Cambridge, UK. 

She was previously Center Director of the UK Dementia Research 
Institute and van Geest Professor of Clinical Neurosciences at the 

University of Cambridge. 

Her lab pioneered the understanding of the role of the Unfolded 
Protein Response (UPR) in neurodegenerative diseases and its 
therapeutic manipulation for neuroprotection, including discover-

ing repurposable drugs now in clinical trials. 

Her interest in neuroprotection led to the discovery of 

‘hibernation’  proteins in synapse regeneration that can 

be targeted therapeutically to prevent neurodegeneration. 

She is a Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences and recipient 

of the 2021 Potamkin Prize for Research in Pick’s, Alzheimer’s and 
Related Disorders. 

In March 2025 she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate (Dr. 

Honoris Causa) by the Sorbonne University in Paris. Giovanna is a 
practicing neurologist, specialized indementia
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Bachelard 

Award lecture
Anthony J. Turner, PhD 

In keeping with the tradition of the Bachelard 
Awards, established in 2017 to honor the signiȶcant 
contributions of Prof. Herman Bachelard to the ȶeld of 
neurochemistry, the European Society for Neurochemistry (ESN) 

is delighted to announce that Professor Anthony J. Turner from 

the University of Leeds (UK) will be the recipient of the 4th ESN 
Bachelard Lectureship Award. This award will be presented during 

the 25th ESN Biennial Meeting, which also celebrates the 50th anni-

versary of the ESN.

Anthony J. Turner, (BA, MA, PhD, University of Cambridge; Doctor 
honoris causa University of Bratislava, FmedSci, UK) is Emeritus Pro-

fessor of Biochemistry at the University of Leeds. He is a prominent 
neurochemist noted for a highly productive research career in mo-

lecular cell biology focusing on the structure, function and biomedi-

cal applications of proteinases implicated in neurodegenerative and 

cardiovascular diseases. He introduced the concept of the synaptic 

“neuropeptidase” and established the research area of membrane 

protein shedding by metalloproteinases. His works have shown the 
importance of the neuropeptidase neprilysin in amyloid clearance 

as a therapeutic target in Alzheimer’s disease. More recent studies 

have also focused on the involvement of epigenetic mechanisms in 

neurodegeneration. He was the ȶrst to identify and clone the angio-

tensin-converting enzyme-2 (ACE2) gene and characterise the ACE2 

protein which is now recognised as the receptor for the SARS coro-

navirus causing the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to his research 

activity Prof Turner has been long associated with various learned 

Societies, particularly ESN, serving as its Secretary, President and 

now Historian. He has played key roles in scientiȶc publishing hav-

ing served as Chief Editor of the Biochemical Journal and later Jour-

nal of Neurochemistry. He is also Chair of the Publication Committee 

of ISN.  In 2005 Prof Turner was awarded the Distinguished Service 

Award by The Biochemical Society for his outstanding contributions 

to biochemistry. 
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Special 

Neurochemistry 

lecture
Moussa Youdim, PhD

Moussa B. H. Youdim, Professor emeritus at Technion Universi-
ty and President of Youdim Pharmaceuticals, is a world famous 

scientist specializing in neurochemistry and neuropharmacology. 

He is the inventor and developer of monoamine oxidase (MAO) B 

inhibitors l-deprenyl (Selegiline) and rasagiline (Azilect) as inno-

vative Parkinson’s disease drugs. He was a pioneer in investigating 
the impact of brain iron dysregulation on cognitive function. His 

research encompassed the effects of nutritional iron deȶciency, 
which leads to cognitive impairments and learning diȸculties in 
both animal models and children suffering from this deȶciency. 
Additionally, he explored the consequences of iron accumulation 

in brain neurons, which can lead to neurodegenerative diseases 

such as Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS). He identiȶed that iron-induced oxidative stress may trigger 
neurodegeneration. Notably, he was the ȶrst to show that iron 
chelators like desferal and VK-28 offer neuroprotection in animal 
models of Parkinson’s disease, as the degeneration of dopamine 
neurons in the substantia nigra results in iron accumulation. Ex-

cess free iron can generate free radicals and contribute to oxida-

tive stress. Furthermore, he made signiȶcant strides in developing 
multi-target drugs for treating Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s dis-

eases, which exhibit iron-chelating properties along with mono-

amine oxidase and cholinesterase inhibitory activities. Professor 

Youdim has authored nearly nine hundred papers and reviews, 

edited 45 books in the ȶelds of neurochemistry, neuropharmacol-
ogy, multi-target drug development, and transcriptomics, and has 

received numerous prestigious awards.
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ISN-ESN Young Scientist Lecturship Awards 

Ricardo Cristofani, PhD, University of Milan, Italy

 

Joana Guedes, PhD, University of Coimbra, Portugal 
 

ESN-ISN Young Member Symposia 
Annamaria Tisi, PhD, Italy 
Avinoam Ratzabi, PhD Student, Israel 
Elisa Marozzi Cruz, PhD, United Kingdom  
Gabriele Karger, PhD Student, Germany 
Hidaayah Jimoh-Abdulghaffaar, PhD, Nigeria 
Juliane Loui, PhD Student, Germany 
Luise Schlotterose, PhD, United Kingdom  
Marta Turri, PhD, Canada 
Mor Yam, PhD Student, Israel 
Weronika Tomaszewska, PhD Student, Poland 
 

HSN-IBRO Young Member Symposia 
Anastasia Megalokonomou, PhD Student, Greece 
Anastasia Vamvaka-Iakovou, PhD Student, Greece 
Elissavet Akrioti, PhD Student, Greece 
Hazem Safory, PhD, Israel  
Kaplani Konstantina, PhD, Greece 
Konstantina Dimoula, PhD Student, Greece 
Konstantinos Diskos, PhD Student, Greece 
Marianna Naki, PhD Student, Greece 
Pasadaki Sofia, PhD Student, Greece 
Sofia Petsangouraki, PhD Student, Greece 
 

IBRO-HSN Travel Awardees 

Despoina Liang, PhD Student, Greece  
Elpinickie Ninou, PhD, Greece 
Enes Yağız Akdaş, PhD, Germany 
Giota Tsotsokou, PhD Student, Greece 
Irini Thanou, PhD, Greece 
Katrijn Boon, PhD, Netherlands 

Klytaimnistra Giannaki PhD Student, Greece 
Maria Papageorgiou,  PhD Student, Greece  
Modestos Nakos Bimpos, PhD, Greece 
Nikolaos Kokkorakis, PhD, Greece 
Olympia Apokotou, PhD Student, Greece 
Styliani Vassalou, PhD Student, Greece 
Vasileios Gouzouasis, PhD Student, Greece 
 

ISN-ESN Travel Awardees 
Alexandra Fletcher-Jones, PhD, United Kingdom 
Alexandre Pinto, PhD Student, United Kingdom 
Barbara Zulli, PhD Student, Italy 
Danielle Galber  PhD Student, Israel 
Dimitra Ranti, PhD Student, Germany 
Emanuel Tahiri PhD Student, Portugal 
Hannah Cahill, PhD, United Kingdom 
Jaroslava Guzikova, PhD Student, Slovakia 
Laura Oliveira, PhD, United Kingdom 
Lucrezia Romana Rolfi, PhD Student, Italy 
Mária Brodňanová, PhD, Italy 
Maria Peteinareli, PhD Student, Austria 
Marie-Kim St-Pierre, PhD, Sweden 
Marta Zaninello, PhD, 2014, Germany 
Miraj ud Din Momand, PhD Student, Slovakia 
Monika Liskova, PhD Student, Slovakia 
Nuno Alemãn-Serrano, MD, PhD Student, Portugal 
Paul Spellerberg, PhD Student, Germany 
Richard Seager, PhD, United Kingdom 
Simona Lanzillotta, PhD, Italy 
Srinidhi Jahnavi, PhD Student, Germany 
Violeta Belickiene, PhD Student, Lithuania 
Yucel Busra Perihan, PhD, United Kingdom 
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Secretariat:  
Emmanouella Tsirimonaki, Msc, 
email: esn-hsn_naxos2025Secretariat@outlook.com  
Mobile (WhatsApp or Viber): +30 6944087768; +30 6940823177 

 

Registration: 
The registration desk is located in the entrance foyer of The Cultural 
Center of Naxos and will remain open during the following hours:

Sunday, May 18, 2025, 10:00-19:00;  

and Monday, May 19 - Tuesday, May 20, 2025 08:00-20:00

The registration fee of registered participants includes attendance 

of all scientiȶc program sessions, entrance to the exhibitions,   
welcome reception, lunch packs & coffee breaks, and the confer-
ence bag with pen and block including all conference material.
 

Name Badge: 
Each delegate receives a name badge upon registration. Delegates 

must wear the badge at all times during the conference. Admission 

to the meeting rooms and social events are limited to those wearing 

the name badges. 

Certification of Attendance: 
A Certiȶcate of Attendance will be send by email.
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Coffee breaks and Lunch at the Posters: 
Free coffee will be served during the morning and aȺernoon breaks; a 
lunch snack will be provided for Monday-Wednesday, all served at the 
Courtyard 

Smoking Policy: 
Smoking is prohibited in all conference rooms.
 

Electricity: 
The power supply in Greece is 220 V AC at 50 Hz, 

and plugs are of Type F.

Local Time: 
Greece Time is Universal Time Coordinated (UTC) + 3.   

Telecommunications: 
The international access code for Greece is +30. The outgoing code 

is 00 followed by the relevant country code (e.g. 001 for the USA or 
Canada, 0044 for the United Kingdom). 
 

Emergency Numbers and other 
useful telephone numbers, Naxos
European Emergency Service........................................................112

Health Center of Hora (Town)...............................+30 22853 60500

Emergency Fire Brigade...........................................+30 22850 3219

Police Police Station of Hora (Town)....................+30 2285 022100

Naxos Airport..........................................................+30 22850 23292

Port Authority.........................................................+30 22850 22300

Bus Terminal (KTEL)..............................................+30 22850 22291

Taxi..........................................................................+30 22850 22444

Municipality of Naxos and Small Cyclades...........+30 22853 60100 

English-Greek Medical Information.......................+30 210 8983146
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The Cultural  
Center of Naxos
former Ursuline School 

Castle (Kastro), Hora, 
Naxos, Greece

VENUE
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Posters will be displayed at the Hallways/closed Balconies of The 

Cultural Center of Naxos on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. Ac-

cepted abstracts have been assigned a day, a session, and a number 

within a session, all encoded in the Abstract Code, e.g. TU01-02 
assigns a poster to Tuesday, Session 1, on poster board #2; poster 
boards are clearly labeled with these Codes daily. Poster dimensions 

are 100 cm height x 95 cm width.

At least 15 minutes before your session, post your materials on 

the board and leave them in place for the full session; adhesive 
for posting will be provided in the area. Poster boards may not be 

used for writing, drawing, or painting; projection equipment is not 
provided. No presentation may be given by an individual who is 

not an author on the abstract. Remove materials promptly at the 

end of the session, that is the end of all sessions each day; posters 
remaining aȺer that will be removed and discarded.
Presenting authors are required to stand by their posters during 

their assigned times days e.g., presenters of TU01-01 should be by 
their posters on Tuesday during the morning and aȺernoon coffee 
break and the extra time at lunch. 

Conference Venue, The Cultural Cen-

ter of Naxos, former Ursuline School
Located at the highest point of the 

medieval castle district known as 
Kastro (Castle), the Ursuline School 
offers spectacular panoramic views 

onto the Aegean, the Temple of Apollo (Portara) and surrounding 

islands, Paros, Mykonos and Syros. Visible from afar, the renovat-
ed three-story neoclassic building elicits an aura of science and 

academia, beȶtting to its history as one of Greece’s ȶnest convents 
for schooling at the time. The school, built in 1739, was an all-girls 

school run by the Ursuline order till 1972 and had a stellar reputa-

tion for its academic program. Restored in 2009, is now the Cultural 

Venue for the Municipality of Naxos; it also houses the municipal-
ity’s historical archive and library, and the Archaeological Agency 

of Naxos. It is adjacent to the Archeological Museum of Naxos that 

hosts the most extensive collection of Cycladic idols and to the 

Catholic Archdiocese Metropolis. On the terrace and its amazing 

360° views, there is Café Avaton, where you may enjoy the view 

along with coffee, drinks, snacks. The Venue is about a 15 min walk 
from where the ferry boat docks and an 8 min walk from The Health 
Center.
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Session Code, # Poster Topic 
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1
9

 

MO01 

MO02 

MO03 

MO04 

MO05 

 1-9 

 1-9 

 1-11 

 1-9 

 1-4 

Myelin and myelinopathies 

Synaptic transmission, cognition and memory  

Molecular mechanisms of Alzheimer’s disease  

Neuronal development  

Lipids: Biosynthesis and functions 
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2
0

 

TU01 

TU02 

TU03 

TU04 

1-14 

1-11 

1-13 

1-9 

Synucleopathies and tauopathies 

Cannabinoids: receptors and mechanisms of 

action 

Neurodevelopmental disorders 

Astrocytic function in health and disease 
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2
1

 

WE01 

WE02 

WE03 

WE04 

WE05 

1-10 

1-12 

1-15 

1-3 

1-6 

Microglia 

Brain energy and metabolism 

Neuroinflammation and neurotoxicity to 

neuroprotection and neuroregeneration 

Autophagy and protein degradation 

Mental health disorders  

POSTER OVERVIEW

HALL AHALL A HALL BHALL B HALL CHALL C
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